A   MIRACLE   EXPLAINED

their own glebes and thus had a practical interest in
common with the members of their flock. They were
comrades in fair weather and in foul. 'That it may
please Thee to preserve to our use all the kindly fruits
of the earth, so that in due time we may enjoy them*,
had a more vivid, more intimate significance as Calling
from the lips of a parson as anxious to save his hay or
his corn or his cider-apples, as any other farmer in the
parish.

Doctrinal instruction was often simple, but usually to
the point.

* What exactly is a miracle, Sir ? * asked one of his
parishioners of Parson Jack Russell,

Til tell you,' said his reverence, taking him and
showing him a hole in the ground, near the churchyard
wall. 'Now, look down that hole,' ho went on, *and
tell me if you can see a fox there,'

While the aspiring theologian was bending down and
peering into the aperture, the parson bestowed a vigorous
whack on his posterior*

'Did you feel that?' he enquired*
'I should just reckon I did, Sir/ answered his pupil.
'Well,' rejoined the Parson,  * 'twould have been a
miracle if you hadn'tP

But the choir, and especially the band, were a powerful
incentive to regular church attendance*

Religious considerations proper may have played only
a secondary part in bringing John Lane's Uncle Josiah
to church with such exemplary punctuality every Sunday
of the year. But he was a lover of music and possessed
a praiseworthy sense of esprit de corps* Josiah was
responsible for the bass-viol The fiddler was one
Arnold, son of the village carpenter, who was no ordinary
carpenter, but a skilled and tasteful carver in wood*
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